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SUBJECT: VISIT OF COSTA RICAN PRESIDENT TO ISRAEL 
REF: (A) SAN JOSE 1281, (B) SAN JOSE 1371 

1 . JACOB BARMORE, DIRECTOR OF THE CENTRAL AMERICAN 
DIVISION AT THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, DISCUSSED 
WITH US THE VISIT TO ISRAEL MARCH 29-APRIL 1 OF COSTA 
RICAN PRESIDENT ODUBER. FOREIGN MINISTER ALLON ALSO 
TOUCHED UPON THE VISIT BRIEFLY IN A DISCUSSION WITH THE 
AMBASSADOR ON ANOTHER SUBJECT. BARMORE SAID THE VISIT 
WENT WELL AND HE BELIEVED THAT COSTA RICAN SYMPATHIES 
TOWARD ISRAEL HAD BEEN REINFORCED. PRESIDENT ODUBER, 

WHO WAS ACCOMPANIED BY NATIONAL BANK PRESIDENT JIMENEZ, 
UN AMBASSADOR SALAZAR, AND A POLITICAL ASSOCIATE, FATHER 
NUNEZ, HAD PREVIOUSLY VISITED IN ISRAEL IN 1963 AS FOREIGN 
MINISTER. 

2. ODUBER EXPRESSED TO HIS HOSTS A DESIRE TO STRENGTHEN 
THE TIES BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. BARMORE EXPLAINED 
THAT ISRAELI-COST A RICAN RELATIONS ARE ALREADY CLOSE 
BUT ODUBER FEELS THIS IS A SITUATION WHICH HE INHERITED 
FROM HIS PREDECESSOR AND HE WOULD LIKE TO STRENGTHEN 
THOSE TIES EVEN MORE. THE TWO SIDES DISCUSSED THE 
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FROM ISRAEL. SEVERAL PROJECTS WERE IDENTIFIED UNDER 
WHICH ISRAEL WOULD GIVE ASSISTANCE PRIMARILY IN AGRICULTURE 
AND COTTAGE INDUSTRIES DESIGNED TO PREVENT THE DRIFT 
FROM RURAL TO URBAN AREAS. THE COSTA RICANS ALSO 
DISCUSSED THEIR PLANS TO DEVELOP AND ENCOURAGE TOURISM. 

3. DURING THEIR DISCUSSIONS OF POLITICAL SUBJECTS 
BARMORE SAID THE COSTA RICANS EXPRESSED GREAT ANXIETY 
ABOUT CUBA, AN ANXIETY WHICH THEY SAID IS SHARED BY 
THEIR CENTRAL AMERICAN NEIGHBORS. ALLON MADE THE SAME 
POINT TO THE AMBASSADOR. ADDING THAT ODUBER, WHOM HE 
CHARACTERIZED AS VERY PRO-U.S., IS PARTICULARLY CON- 
CERNED ABOUT CUBA AS A RESULT OF ITS SUCCESS IN ANGOLA. 
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